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Joyce Wang

Pouring passion into
creating special spaces
Tell us about yourself.

The apartment is full of character, thanks to a canny mix of Chinese antiques, modern designs and inspirational pieces.

With wooden floors everywhere, white walls with no kitschy design, the space features a nice flow. — Photos by Dong Jun

Hot hues, exotic finds and vibrant patterns
Patsy Yang

C

ustom-made furniture, period
features, and self-designed
accessories make Armelle
Wu-Dandrieux’s apartment in
Shanghai the perfect mix of old and
new, modern and exotic.
The French lady and her husband sold
their apartment on Anfu Road last year
and moved into this 150-square-meter
flat tucked inside a lane on Gao’an
Road. Regardless of the “ugly” exterior
of the building, the flat itself has its
charm, with a good layout and a perfect
location in the city.
It never takes long for Wu-Dandrieux
to adjust, adapt and give any new
space a cozy and playful atmosphere.
Her distinct style has matured over
the years and this apartment once
again proves it.
“Since we sold the apartment and
our kids had left to study in France,
we were trying to downsize but I still
needed enough room for my collection
of furniture and accessories over the
years,” she said. “I visited many places
and none of them met my criteria: too
expensive, too small, or bad renovation
… finally my old agent friend showed
me this apartment. It has spacious
layout and I signed immediately, even
though it is not an old apartment I was
looking for.”
Wu-Dandrieux said the apartment’s
condition was fairly good with brand
new windows and appliances.
She loved the tiles on the kitchen
floor and the big cloakroom for storage. “With wooden floors everywhere,
white walls with no kitschy design, the
space features a nice flow.”

Armelle Wu-Dandrieux
Although she was anxious to move at
the beginning after selling their apartment, after a short while, Wu-Dandrieux
felt good in this new home. “This place
has as really good feeling: It is very quiet,
lost in little lanes. The windows look
out beautiful views of the surrounding
trees and squirrels often spotted.”
Each of her home items has its “soul”
and is a part of family history. With all
the existing collections she has, there
are plenty of ways to decorate this new
space. The white backdrop gives the flat
an airy feel, with big windows that let
in plenty of natural light.

The basics of furniture are in the
same tone; then she started to play with
touches of colors and warmth as well as
a mix of patterns to create a cheerful,
cozy ambience. The apartment is full
of character, thanks to a canny mix of
Chinese antiques, modern designs and
inspirational pieces.
“I don’t really try to create a style; it
is just my style: To display harmoniously our belongings, furniture, books,
pictures, small objects that have been
with us for years, and there is a lot” she
said. “I guess my style is eclectic, colorful, maximalist but organized with a
warm atmosphere where you feel comfortable, certainly not as a showroom
where everything matches and doesn’t
feel inhabited. I like to do small corners
with a theme.”
Hot hues, exotic finds and vibrant
patterns are her staples. In this kind
of “odds and ends” interior, harmony
is essential.
“We have three beautiful pieces of
Chinese antique furniture that we
bought when we got married, some 28
years ago, and that have been everywhere with us ever since,” she said.
Wu-Dandrieux moved to Taiwan in
1990 to study Chinese and met her
husband there. Having lived in Taiwan
for 12 years, the couple accumulated
a collection of Chinese furniture and
Asian knickknacks.
“I collect Buddha statues, especially
milefo, the fat happy Buddha, but
there is one my father made in porcelain (and also a lotus jar) and another
one I bought in Yangshuo during our
honeymoon which are very dear to
me. And the last one, just the Buddha
head in red I bought in Taiwan I really

love,” she said.
Aside from the Chinese touch,
beautiful embroidered ethnic fabrics,
upholstered armchairs, cushions made
from fabrics with cool prints are all
over the place. And surprisingly, WuDandrieux made all of them.
She created a studio at home dedicated to her collection of fabrics and she
spends plenty of time creating, sewing.
“I’ve always had an addiction for fabrics
and love manual work. Creating, that is
when I’m happiest.”
She started a decade ago to restore
the old furniture with bad fabric or
fake leather (often stools, armchairs,
benches) and has given them a new life
by repairing them, treating the wood,
upholstering with exotic fabrics so each
one becomes unique. “I still very much
enjoy the creative process and feel content to play with my fabrics, contribute
to waste reduction and heritage conservation,” she said.
The living room is where her unique
armchairs, stools, benches of different
colors and shapes mixed together that
creates a cozy seating area. The dining space has a big modern table for
dinner with friends, against the wall
covered with bookshelves and pictures
of people (musicians, painters, artists)

I head up Joyce Wang Studio, our studios are split
across London and Hong
Kong. I’ve always wanted to
be an architect since before
I can even remember as it
was the more ‘accepted’ creative industry profession in
the eyes of a traditional HK
family.
One of my first memories is accompanying my
mother up the escalator of
the Hong Kong HSBC Bank
Building — going from the
gritty streets through the
crystal-like underbelly of
the building made me feel
a million dollars.
Since then (and through
establishing my studio)
I’ve devoted my profession
to making others feel the
same way with our interiors — pouring passion into
crafting cinematic, culturally engaged spaces that
make you feel great.
Tell us some of your projects and name the one
you are most proud of.

Each of her home items has its “soul” and is a part of family history.
that inspire her. Another smaller dining area is at the corner that she uses
daily where she places her old Chinese
cabinets full of tableware and lots of
green plants.
“Regarding the bedroom, I never had
such a big bedroom thus I was able to
make part of it a very girly dressing
room. This spacious room also has a
mix of different things: Lots of different fabrics from all over the world with
a Frida Kahlo corner, composed of several old Chinese furniture including the
dressing table my mother offered me
for my 40th birthday,” she said.
“However, there is always a bit of
Matisse, my favorite painter, in all of
the rooms.” Home is her safe place. “I
don’t want my home to be generic or
over-designed. I want it fun, joyful, unpretentious, a place you feel good in.”
“As a French woman living in Asia for
nearly 30 years, it is really important to
have a place where I really feel home.
I could have the same place in Paris,
Nantes, Taipei. All the more important
now that my sons are gone back to
France, and especially in the current
world situation, I give my home extra
care, like an old friend.”

Ask The Owner
Q: What’s the best thing about living
in Shanghai?
A: You never get bored in Shanghai, there are always new things to
discover, some you never noticed
before, some that just appeared
overnight. Shanghai is a perfect mix
of old and very modern, in architecture and way of life, and it is getting
more and more beautiful.
Q: Describe your home in three
words
A: Eclectic. Colorful. Cosy
Q: How do you unwind?
A: Music on, with books and magazines or Pinterest. I love cooking and
baking, also love going through my
extensive fabrics collection trying
new combinations for future projects.
And cleaning and organizing is also a
way to unwind for me.
Q: Where do you spend most of your
time at home?
A: In my studio.
Q: What’s the view outside your
windows?
A: Trees, trees, trees and a lot of
squirrels.

Scan the QR code to check out the
video of this apartment in the section of
“Living in Shanghai.”
Contact the author via yangdi@shanghaidaily.com
to leave a comment or share your home stories
with our readers.

Hot hues, exotic finds and vibrant
patterns are Wu-Dandrieux’s staples.
In this kind of “odds and ends”
interior, harmony is essential.

Q: Where do you buy furniture?
A: In old furniture warehouses and
Taobao.

Mott 32, Hong Kong. It
was the most challenging
project and one that the
client granted us free rein
over.
The studio pulled together
to draw from their diverse
backgrounds and cultures
to interpret an interior that
felt Hong Kong to us personally. It will always be a
special project for us.

possibilities and lasting solutions alongside industry
leaders including Adrian
Zecha, Keith Yates and Ron
Swidler.
Post-pandemic, is there
any difference you see
in hospitality design
request?
I think there’s a renewed
energy and spirit across the
design world, and a desire
to do something different.
We believe there will
be an increasingly global
perspective and renewed
col laborat ion
across
borders.
Certainly as a studio, in
the past, we wouldn’t normally work across studios
and share projects but during the past year, we’ve
found ourselves able to design collaboratively even at
a distance.
With this newfound confidence, we’re starting to
assign designers from different studios on the same
project which are reaping
unexpected results.
Describe your design
style.
Confident, comfortable,
layered and open-minded.
Where are you most
creative?
In the studio! The people
really are the heart & soul
of Joyce Wang.

What projects are you
currently involved in?

What does your home
mean to you?

We’ve just unveiled the
design for HK’s Neo-Parisian restaurant BELON — a
sultry, midnight ocean-inspired scheme.
We are currently working
on a 5-star hotel project in
Macau, Mott 32’s expansion
around the world, a Greek
restaurant in London, a new
hotel in Los Angeles and a
tableware collection.

Home is everything. For
me it’s a space that feels
familiar, comforting, warm
— somewhere that allows
you to let your guard down,
and be free.

In what capacity will you
participate in Knowledge
of Design Week 2021?
What is your insight on
Service Design?
I’ll be joining the “Global
Conversation on Hospitality” on the first day of the
KODW.
We will be exploring new
hospitality landscapes and
discussing the future for
these spaces for the now
and beyond.
I’ll be discussing how
good design can inspire new

What do you collect?
Stamps, Curtis Jere Structures and tried-and-tested
cookie recipes.
Where would you like to
go most in Shanghai?
Power Station of Art,
Amanyangyun and Prada
Rong Zhai.
What will be the next big
design trend?
I ’ m v e r y i nte r e s te d
a nd excited by the eve r - e vol v i n g t r e n d for
m ate r ia l i n nov at ion :
Whether it be text ures,
impeccable detailing, elevated functiona lit y, or
sustainable merits.

